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Once, in a small village in Africa 
a farmer went out to 
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He wanted to dig up some yams 
He started digging. 

Suddenly one of the yams said to him 


yam ; a reddish sweet potato 
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, at last you're here. 


You never looked after me — 
never weeded me, never watered me. 
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But now you've come 
Go away and leave me alone ! 
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The farmer was surprised. 

He turned around and looked at his cow. 
The cow was chewing her food 
and looking at him. 

""Did you say something ?" he asked. 

The cow kept on chewing and said nothing 
but the man's dog spoke up. 


small bits 



"The. cow didn't speak/' 
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"But the yam did. 

The yam asks you to leave him alone 


¥ r 


The man became angry, 

because his dog had never talked before, 

and he didn't like the way the dog talked. 

So he took his knife 

and cut a branch from a palm tree to beat his dog. 




Just then the palm 
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Put that branch down ! 
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but the palm branch said 


down softly ! 


upset : unhappy 
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He put the branch down gently on a stone 
and the stone said. 




Hey, take that thing off me ! 
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That was enough. 

The frightened farmer started running for his village 
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frightened : be afraid 
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fish-trap on his head 


the hurry ? " the fisherman asked 




hurry : moving very quickly 
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"My yam said, 'Leave me alone!' 

Then my dog said, Listen to the yam ! 
1 wanted to beat the dog with a palm I 
and the tree said. 


Then the palm branch said 
Then the stone said, 

Take that thing off me!" 
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"Is that all ? 
the man wit 
"Is that so 1 


the man's fish-trap said, 
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"Wah f" the fisherman shouted. 
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He threw the fish-trap on the ground 
and began to run with the farmer, i 

















On the way 

they met a weaver with a 


such a rush ? 


"Where are you going in 
he asked them. 










r Jhe farmer said 
^My dog said J 
f. The tree said 


The branch said, X 
And the stone said 
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That's no reason to run,” the weaver said. 
No reason at all” 
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Oh yes it is,” his bundle of cloth said 
It may happen to you one day. 










'Wah !” the weaver shouted. 
He threw down his bundle 








and started running with the other men. 
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They came to the river and found a man bathing 

"Are you chasing a deer ?" 
he asked them. 

The first man said, 

yam said, 'Leave me alone !' 

And my dog said, 


'Listen to your yam !' 

And when I cut a branch, 

the tree said, 'Put that branch down !' 

And the branch said, 

'Do it softly ! 

And the stone said, ' 
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that thing off 
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The fisherman said, 



"And my trap said. 


'Did he 7 
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The weaver added 
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And my bundle of cloth said, 'You'll run too ! 


St 


Is that why you're running ? 


the bather asked 


"Well, what will you do? 
the river 
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man jumped out of the water 


and began to run with the others. 
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They ran down the main street of the village 
to the house of the chief. 


The chief's servants brought his stool out, 
and the chief came 



>- 


and sat on it to listen to them. 


The men began to talk. 




wave (v) : move from one side to the other 


"I went out to my garden to dig yams, 
the farmer said, waving his arms. 
"Then everything began to talk ! 

My yam said, 'Leave me alone V • 

My dog said, 'Listen to your yam ! ' 

The tree said. Put that branch down ! ' 
The branch said, 'Do it softly ! ' 

And the stone said, 'Take it off me ! 
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And my fish-trap said, 
'Well, did he take it off t 
the fisherman said. 


"And my cloth said, 'Youll run too ! 
the weaver said. 
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"And the river said, 'What will you 
the bather said. 
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The chief listened to them 
but he was a little angry. 


quietly. 







"Now this is really a silly story, 
he said at last 

"Go back to your work, all of you 

Or I'll punish you 
for telling wild stories 
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So the men went away, 
and the chief shook his head 
and mumbled to himself, 

"Nonsense like that will upset the village 


mumble ( v ) : say something in a low voice 
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"Silly, isn't it ?" his stool said. 
"A talking yam, indeed ! " 
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